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have formed the Buddhist triad, or " droge symbol." A similar repre- 
sentation is found on other stones, in which the third member of the 
triad, or organized matter, was a segment of a circle, a bird, and in the 
present instance appeared to be a monstrous elephant. 

Those heathen symbols, in combination with the Christian cross, 
prove the liberality of their sentiments, when, probably, a large propor- 
tion of the Celtic nation were idolaters ; and they are peculiarly inte- 
resting, as, probably, the same symbols will be found in Ireland and 
other Celtic countries, and thus prove an analogy in the belief of those 
nations before they became Christian. 

It is probable that the original of the cross now before the Aca- 
demy was placed over the grave of the chief represented on horseback, 
on the back of the stone, who had changed the Pagan worship for that 
of the Christian faith. 

The thanks of the Meeting were voted to Dr. Wise for this valuable 
gift. 

MONDAY, FEBBUAKT 14, 1859. 

John Kells Inoeam, LL.D., Vice-President, in the Chair. 

Joseph Ebax Geeene, Esq., Professor of ITatural History, Queen's 
College, Cork, was elected a Member of the Academy. 

Dk. E. Pebceval Wbight, F. L. S., read a paper by Peotessok 
J. Reat Geeene — 

as THE MOEPHOLOGT OP THE HTDEOZOA, WITH EEFEEENCE TO THE CONSTI- 
TtTTIOSr OF THE STJB-ZINODOM CCELENTEEATA. 

The author commented on the zoological relations of the animal forms 
included by Cuvier under the classes Polypi and Aealephse, and showed 
the necessity of uniting these organisms into a sub-kingdom by them- 
selves, as had been done by Frey and Leuckart, the results of whose 
labours had been further corroborated by the independent observations 
of Huxley. For this sub-kingdom the name " Coelenterata," had been 
proposed by its founders. The author next proceeded to prove that the 
classes Polypi and Acalephae of Cuvier were far from natural, inasmuch 
as they were framed without a due regard to anatomical characters. He 
then considered, in detail, the morphology of the groups in question, 
and, after reviewing the results of the investigations of Hujdey, Kdellker, 
Leuckart, Vogt, and others, concluded by presenting the following classi- 
fication of the Coelenterate sub-kingdom :— 

Sub-kingdom.— CCELENTEEATA. 

Animals in which the digestive canal freely communicates with the 
general cavity of the body. Substance of the body consisting of two 
distinct layers. The peculiar urticating organs termed "thread cells" 
usually present. 

B. I. A. PEOC vol. VII. T 
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Class I. — Htdeozoa. 

Ccelenterate animals, in which the wall of the digestive sac is iden- 
tical with that of the general cavity of the body, and the reproductive 
organs are external. 

Order 1. — Hydridm. 
Animal consisting of a single naied polype. Locomotive. 

Order 2. — Tubularidw. 
Animal consisting of one polype, or of several connected by a 
"csenosarc." Fixed. Polypes naked. 

Order 3. — Sertularidce. 

Animal cousistuig of several polypes, connected by a csenosarc. 
Fixed. Polypes protected by cells. 

Order 4. — Calycophorida. 

Animal consisting of several polypes, connected by a caenosarc, 
famished with natatorial organs. Oceanic. 

Order 5. — Pkysephoridce. 
Animal consisting of several polypes, connected by a csenosarc, with 
or without natatorial organs. Upper extremity of csenosarc dilated 
into a " float." Oceanic. 

Order 6. — MeduBidce. 
Animal consisting of a polype suspended from the under surface of 
a natatorial organ. Oceanic. 

Order 7. — Lucernaridce. 

Animal consisting of a polype situated in the centre of a natatorial 
organ furnished with adherent base. Fixed or locomotive. 

Class II. — Actinozoa. 
Ccelenterate animals, in which the waU of the digestive sac is sepa- 
rated from that of the general cavity of the body by an intervening space, 
subdivided into chambers by a series of vertical perigastric partitions, 
on the sides of which the reproductive bodies are situated. 

a. Farts of the hody in number some multiple of five or six. 

.Order 1. — Zoantha/ria. 

Polypes with simple (rarely branched) tentacula, usually numerous. 
Solitary or aggregated. Sedentary or locomotive, seldom oceanic. 

b. Parts of the iody in number some multiple of four. 
Order 2. — Rugosa. 
Animal unknown. Corallum thecal, with septa and tabulae. 
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Order 3. — Aleyonaria. 

Polypes with eight ftinged tentacula. Always aggregated. Never 
locomotive. 

Order 4. — Ctenophora. 

Oceanic, free-swimmiiig, transparent, gelatinous Actinozoa, moving 
by means of vertical rows of ciliated plates. 

The author further remarked that the above classification diflfered 
more ia appearance than in reality from the. arrangements of other 
naturalists. The Hydromedusidas of Vogt contained all the forms in- 
cluded among the Hydrozoa, as above defined, with the sole exception 
of the genus Lucemaria. TheAcalephae of Agassiz and MUne-Edwaids 
may be regarded as equivalent to the Hydromedusidas of Vogt, together 
with the order Ctenophora. The slowness of zoologists to recognise the 
true affinities of the last-mentioned group offers, at present, almost the 
only obstacle to the diflfusion of sound views in reference to the subjects 
discussed in the foregoing paper. 

The following antiquities were presented to the Museum : — 

By Frederick Grome, Esq. : — A curious bone pin, found in a 
field between Miltown and Newbridge, county of Kildare, with an 
iron dagger, and the skeletons of a man and horse ; also two encaustic 
tiles found at Great ConneU Abbey, county of Kildare. 

By AquiUa Smith, M.D. : — An impression of a seal in the muni- 
ment room of the Corporation of the city of Dublin, the legend being 
" SigUlum Thomae Cros Custodis le Presonarum." 

By Mr. John Evans : — A human skuH found built up in a cavity 
of the wall of Newgate prison, Dublin. 

The following liesolution, recommended by the Council, viz. : — 
" To open a subscription for the purpose of completing the Catalogue of 
the Museum," having been put by the Chairman — 

It was moved — " That the Academy do now adjourn." 

A division having taken place, the Chairman declared that the 
amendment had been carried, and the Academy adjourned accordingly. 

MONDAY, FEBR0AEY 28, 1859. 

James Henihokn Todd, D.D., President, in the Chair. 

The Seceetast of the Academy announced that a collection of Irish 
antiquities belonging to the Eoyal Dublin Society had been deposited in 
the Academy for exhibition, and that the President had signed a re- 
ceipt for them in the following terms : — " That each article exhibited 
shall be labelled as the property of the Royal Dublin Society, and with 
the name of the donor, in case such can be ascertained ; and that the 
said specimens shall be preserved with equal care as if they were the 
property of the Royal Irish Academy; and that they shall be returned 
whenever they are demanded by the said Royal Dublin Society ; and if 
the said seventy-nine specimens be not returned, on being so demanded 
by the said Royal Dublin Society, then the said Royal Irish Academy 



